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A SERMON, @c. 
CCC 
P There was no Room for them in the Inn. 


K*EIKS this is the Feſtival of our Lord's. 
F A 7 Nativity, we are aſſembled toge- 
E ther, I ſuppoſe, to expreſs our 
SGratitude and great Joy on ſo glo- 
rious an Occaſion; and it is the greateſt 
Subject of Rejoicing the World ever had; for 
CuRrisT came to deliver us from all our 
Enemies, from Sin and Satan, from the 
wicked World, and from our own Corrup- 
tions, from Death, and from everlaſting Mi- 
ſery; he came to deliver us from Sin and all 
the evil Effects of Sin; from Guilt that 
troubles the Conſcience and makes us miſe- 
rable in this Life, and from the Puniſhment 
due to Sin in everlaſting Torments : And he 
not only came to fave us from Evil, but alſo 
do beſtow on us real and ſolid Good; he 
came to make Sinners completely happy; 
he came to procure fot them all the Graces 
N A : of 
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[ 4 ] 
of the Holy Spirit, and all the Bleſſings 
which Gop has to give in Time and in 
Eternity. 

In Time you know what theſe Graces 
are; and what then think you muſt they be 
in Eternity ? How great will they be when 


Gop is procuting to himſelf Honour by the 
Glory which he will give the Saints; when 
"REV; commending the Righteous for their 


Faith i in him, and condemning the Wicked 


to eternal Torments? And all this was pur- 


chaſed for us by the coming of our bleſſed 


Saviour in the Fleſh ; and with what Joy, 


one would expect, he would have been re- 
ceived among Men? Heaven rang with Hal- 
lelujahs on his coming down on Earth; the 
Morning-Stars ſang together, and all the 
Sons of Gop ſhouted for Joy; the whole Ma- 

| jeſty of the Hcavenly Hoſt came down and 
ſang the Chri//tmas Song, Glory be to GOD 
on high, on Harth Peace, Good-will towards 
Man: : And if the Angels, who had no Part 
in the Birth of CHRIST, rejoiced in ſo extra- 
ordinary a Manner, how ought we to rejoice, 


for whole Sakes our God and Saviour hum- 


| Hed himſelf to be made Man? It was ſuch 
a great and humble Mercy, that it demands 
the greateſt Tribute of Thanks that we can 
poſhbly pay. If we have any Feeling of 
CuRIST's Love to us, ſurely \ ve cannot re- 
fuſe to join in Praiſe to our Almighty Sa- 


viour and Deliverer; for it is a received 


Maxim all over the World, That a Debt is 


to 


<C, $6; 338" 


* 


TS 


to be acknowledged according to the Num- 
ber and Value of Favours received; and we 
have received from Cuk fs great Favours 


and Bleſſings indeed; and what can be a 


greater Favour than ſaving our Souls out of 
thoſe Torments which never ccate,. and 
which we muſt certainly have felt, had it 
not been for the Sake of CR LIST? Eternal 
Bleſſings he hath beſtowed on us; all the 
Riches of Grace, and all the Glories of Eter- 
_ nity, came from him; we can never ac- 
knowledge them fully, and much leſs ought 
we to diminiſh them by our daily Tranſgreſ- 
ſion of his Holy T,aws; by our daily refuſing 
the Admittance of himſelf, his Graces and 
Bleſſings into our Hearts. What favs Ex- 
perience to this Matter? Let us look back 
into paſt Time, and then turn - ourſelves to 
the preſent State of Mankind, and fee whe-! _ 
ther there be any Room made in 1 the World : 


for Ixsus CuRIsT, 


The promiſed Mefiah came at a a Timo 
fixed ; the Nation of the Jews were looking 
out for him; there was a general Report 
that ſome great Deliverer was to be born as 
about that Time. When the Emperor Au- 

guſtus had heard this, he ordered the Doors 
of the Temple to be ſhut; there was a pro- 
found Silence throughout the World. This 


was reſolved on by the Court of Rome, to be 


a proper Time to regiſter the Names of all 
the People in the Roman Empire ; for 
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of the Holy Spirit, and all the Bleſſings 


which Gop has to give in Time and in 


Eternity. 
In Time you know what thebs Graces 
are; and what then think you mult they be 


in Eternity ? How great will they be when 


Gop is procuring to himſelf Honour by the 
Glory which he will give the Saints; when 


"RE commending the Righteous for their 
Faith in him, and condemning the Wicked 
to eternal Torments? And all this was pur- 


chaſed for us by the coming of our bleſſed 
Saviour in the Fleſh; and with what Joy, 
one would expect, he would have been re- 


ceived among Men? Heaven rang with Hal- 

lelujahs on his coming down on Earth; the 
M-orning-Stars ſang together, and all the 
Sons of Gop ſhouted for Joy; the whole Ma- 
jeſty of the Heavenly Hoſt came down and 


ſang the Chrilmas Song, Gloy y be to GOD 


on high, on Earth Peace, Good-will towards 
| Men- And if the Angels, who had no Part 


in the Birth of CHRIS, rejoiced in fo extra- 


ordinary a Manner, how ought we to rejoice, 
for whoſe Sakes our God and Saviour hum 


| bled himſelf to be made Man? It was ſuch 
a great and humble Mercy, that it demands 


the greateſt Tribute of Thanks that we can 
poſſibly pay. If we have any Feeling of 


CHRIST's Love to us, ſurely we cannot re- 


fuſe to join in Praiſe to our Almighty Sa- 
viour and Deliverer; for it is a received 


Maxim all over the World, That a Debt is 


to 
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to be acknowledged according to the Num- 
ber and Value of Favours received; and we 


have received from CR TSTfH great Favours 
and Bleſſings indeed; and what can be a 


greater Favour than ſaving our Souls out of 
thoſe Torments which never ccate,. and 
which we muſt certainly have felt, had it 
not been for the Sake of CyuR15T ? Eternal 
Bleſſings he hath beſtowed on us; all the 
Riches of Grace, and all the Glories of f Eter- 
nity, came from him; we can never ac- 
knowledge them ſully, urid much leſs ought. 
we to diminith them by our daily Tranſgreſ- 
ſion of his Holy Laws; by our daily refuſing 
the Admittance of himſelf, his Graces and 
Bleſſings into our Hearts. What fays Ex- 
perience to this Matter? Let us look back 
into paſt Time, and then turn ourſelves to 
the preſent State of Mankind, and ſee nen 
ther there be any Room made ; in 1 the . ond. 


for JesUs CuRIsST, 


The promiſed Meſiab came at a Time 
8 Krol; the Nation of the Jews were looking 
out fob him ; there was a general Report 
that ſome great Deliverer was to be born as 
about that Time. When the Emperor Au- 
guſtus had heard this, he ordered the Doors 

of the Temple to be ſhut; there was a pro- 

found Silence throughout the World. This 
was reſolved on by the Court of Rome, to be 

a proper Time to regiſter the Names of all 
a re People in the Roman Empire ; for. 


42 ; St, 


[5 ] 

St, Luke informs us, in this Chapter, that 
there came forth a Decree that all the Rory 
| ſhould be taxed. or” 

The Providence of Go mien all 

Things, and brings about the Form of his 
own Will; the bleſſed Virgin was about the 
Time of Ir Deliverance, and it was not 
convenient for her to take ſo long a Journey, 
being at leaſt a Journey of four Days, and 
the Weather extremely cold and ſharp: But 
it was required that every one ſhould go to 
his own City to be taxed; for it was expreſly 


told that he ſhould be born at Bethlehem of | 


Fudea : And accordingly ye find _ 
ſeph went to the City of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, becauſe he was of the 


Houſe of David, and the. eldeſt Son of * 


the Family in one Line, as e Was on 


the other. 5 
And when they were come, as it were, 


among their own Family, might it not be 


expected they would meet with a welcome 
Reception; and have imagined alſo that the I 


People would have been more than ordinari- 


ly induſtrious to ſee who would have ſhewn | 


them maſt Reſpect; and alſo that all the 
Town would have rang with Joy at his Ar- 
rival? For they knew that the Mefiah, the 
Saviour of the World, was to came from 


the eldeſt Branch of David's Family; that 
Joſepb and Mary were in a direct Deſcent 


from the Eldeſt of the eldeſt Line of David. 
| And 


7 1 
And now it was ſuppoſed that Mary was 
near her Time, and that ſhe would be the 


Mother of the Meffiah ; the whole Nation 


were waiting for the Saviour's appearing, 
and Bethlehem was the Place ſuppoſed where 
the Meſiah ſhould be born; and one would 


think, as I ſaid before, he would have been 
received with univerſal Joy: But when they 
came to Bethlehem, even their own Rela- 


tions took no Notice of them; there was 


not one Perſon in the City who offered Ac- 
commodation to them in any Shape what- 


ever; then they went to the Inn, which is 
the common Plape for the Reception of all 


Paſſengers, but there was no Room for them; 
and they were forced to take up their Place 
in the Stable. The Heads of the Houſe of 
David in their own City, among their own 
Kindred and Kinsfolks, were driven out 
from Men to dwell with Beaſts : And judge, 
beſeech you, what a fine Reception this 
muſt be for the Parents of a Meſſiab to be 
thruſt into a mean dirty Stable, becauſe 
there was no Room for them in the Inn.— 
Think on the bleſſed Virgin's Caſe; was 
this a Place for one in her Condition to 
_ dwell, to give Birth to the holy Child Jz- 
sus; So it was thought. While they were 
there, the Days were accompliſhed that the 
ſhould be delivered; and the brought forth 
her firſt-born Son, and ſhe wrapt him in 


eee ee and laid him! in a Manger, 


becauſe 
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[8] 
becauſe there was no Room for them in the 
Inn. And thus our bleſſed Saviour came at 
firſt to his own City and his own Kindred ; 

but they received him not; they would not 


admit him into their Houſes; no, not into 
their Inns, which is the common Place for 


all Paſſengers; they turned him out to all 
Beaſts: Thus the Gop of Heaven humbled 
Himſelf, to make a Stable his Palace, and a 
Manger his Throne; even he that came to 
proclaim a Way of Salvation to thoſe who 


refuſed a Place for his Birth. Was there 


not ſomething exceedingly cruel in this? Do 
you not find ſomething in, your Hearts, at 
this Time, in Abhorrence of it ? Certainly 
you muſt conclude that, if you had lived at 
Bethlehem in Fudea at that Time, you could 
not have treated CHRIST in ſo inhuman a 
Manner; you would certainly have admitted 
the bleſſed Virgin into your Houſes, and 
have entertained her in the beſt Manner that 


_ poſſibly lay in your Power. Are not theſe 


your Thoughts? You cannot help having a 
juſt Indignation ' againſt thoſe cruel Fews, 


5 me only ſhut him out of their Houſes, 


but out of their common Inns. O what 


Malice you now bear againſt thoſe barbarous 


Creatures in your Hearts! And now what 

would you ſay, if you ſhould happen to be 

guilty of the very ſame Thing? What would 
you ſay for yourſelves, if, while you have 


been condemning thoſe Jets, you have been 


con- 
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condemning yourſelves? If, on Inquiry, 
this ſhould prove to be your Caſe, I hope 
you will turn what you have found againſt 
the Jews to your own Hearts. Let me then 
aſk you one Queſtion: Do you make Room 
for CHRIST in your Hearts? Does he meet 
with a welcome Reception among you? Do 
you love to talk of CHRIST? And do you 

encourage thoſe of your Acquaintance who 
love Gop and haveFellowſhip with CHRIST? 


Do you receive him willingly and chearful- 
ly, and do you pay him a continual and fin- 
cere Obedience? Sirs! what can you anſwer 


to theſe Things? Have you made Room for 


CHRIST in your Hearts? Is he your God 


and King; or are your Hearts like thoſe 


who make all welcome except CHRIS 


Jesus? 


Let us conſider Matter of Fact; let us 


look back into the Lives and Converſations 


of Gop's faithful People: And may GOD 
enable every one of you to form a true Judg- 


ment of yourſelves, that you may ſee whe- 
ther you make Room for CuR1sT or not; 


and let us conſider for what Purpoſe CHRIS 
came into the World; and ſecondly, how 


far theſe Purpoſes are fulfilled. 


We call ourſelves a Chriſtian Nation, an 


we pretend to believe in CuRIST, and to 


receive him as our Saviour : But by what 
can we prove ourſelves to be Chriſtians ? 


What have we done ſince the Birth of Insu 


CHRIST 
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the Time of his Birth? Many of us 


[ 10 ] 


CuRIST, to ſhew that we have received an 
inward Part of Spiritual Regeneration ; or 
what Proof have we ſhewn of our Joy at 

have 
ſhewn no Proof at all of either, but are, in 
a Word, downright Heathens, living in 
the open Commithon of thoſe Sins from 


which CHRIST came to deliver us; and 
therefore it is very certain that theſe Per- 
ſons can find no Room for CHRIS: And 
of theſe, Gor knows, we have too many 


among us, who hve every Day to the Diſgrace 


and Diſhonour of JesUs CHRIS: For the 
| Apoſtle tells us that Cnnkisr dame to de- 
ſtroy the Works of the Devil; and certainly 
the living in open Defiance to that Redemp- 
tion which CHRIS purchaſed for the Faith- 
ful, muſt be the Works of the Devil. And 


now theſe Perſons pretend to keep a Chrift- 


mas, but in what Manner? In rejoicing and 
{pending their Time, and Holidays eſpecially, 
in the Works of the Devil, and pleaſing him 
at the ſame Time rather than Gop. But 
we ought to rejoice and expreſs our Grati- 
tude as much as poſſibly we can; for we 
read in Scripture, that CHRIS came to put 
away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf; not to 
leave Men in it, but to ſave them from the 
Guilt and Miſery, and from the Dominion 
of it: So that he who lives in any one Sin, 
let it be what it will, either Drunkenneſs, 


. Swearing, Sabbath-breaking, For- 1 


nication, | 


[ 11 } 
nication, Adultery; or any other Sin whats 
ever, evidently ſhuts CHRIST out of his 
Heart; and, in doing thus, you are guilty 
of the very ſame Ingratitude the Fews were, 
Your Lives are a Diſgrace to CHRIST and 
our moſt Holy Religion; and how then can 
you find Room for CHRIST, or be any ways 
pleaſing to him at this Holy Seafon? Is it 
poſſible that ſuch Men ean ſerve him, or can 
their groſs and abominable Sins turn to 
__ ChrisT's Praiſe? And how then (if this be 
the Caſe) can Chriſtmas be kept by the moſt. 
Part of our People, who are careleſs groſs 
Sinners, each Man following his own par- 
ticular Sins; and'the Generality of them all 
agree to find no Room for our redeeming 
Gon; though they never can be truly happy 
| (but for ever miſerable) without him? Vet 
the monſtrous Abſurdity of Mankind pre- 
fers Death eternal to Life, Hell to Heaven; 
nay, they puſh out their very beſt Friends, 
who would make Room for Jesvs ; they 
turn them and CuRisT out, and admit Sa- 
tan, with all his-helliſh Attendants, with 
abundant Joy. Now, theſe Perſons bring 
Diſhonour on the Birth of CHRIST, by 
committing thoſe Works of the Devil kr 4 
CnRISH Jxsus came to deſtroy : And thus 
they defeat thoſe. gracious Ends for which 
| Cur1sT the Loxp came into the World: 
Look around the World, and ſee how many 
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cureleſs Sinners we have amongſt us, and 


_ look into your own Hearts. 
Is there never a one among you that all 


. himſelf in the Commiſſion of any one 


known Sin, which he knows to be contrary 
to the Law of GOD? If there be, may the 


Loy turn your Hearts to ſpend this Chriſi- 
mas to the Glory of Gop, and to the for- 
f n the Buſineſs of your eternal Salva- 
tion . 5 


Having now given you a Definition of the 


Ends for which CHRIS came into the 
World, I proceed to the ſecond Head I pur- 
gy a to conſider ; namely, how far theſe 
Ends are fulfilled ; and I ſhall firſt turn my- 
ſelf to a very numerous Set of Chriſtians ; 
namely, The Lovers of Pleaſure more Fon 
TE GOD.” 


Pleafure is the reigning Paſſion of the Ape; J 


it is the very Characteriſtic of the Times. 
The Scripture i is now fulfilled which fays, 
That in the latter Times Men ſhould be Lovers 


of Pleaſure more than Lovers o GOD; and 
is not this the Caſe amongſt us? What is 


minded among us but Pleaſure, and getting 
Money to enjoy Pleaſure with, in frequent- 


ing Balls, Maſquerades, Aſſemblies, Card- 


Fables, Operas, Plays, Dancing, Singing, 
and many other faſhionable Diverfions ; and 
are theſe proper at this holy Seaſon? Are 
theſe rages fit to find Room for their Lord 
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and Saviour ? Nay, chit are more mad af. 
ter Pleaſure, now, than at other [They 
their Affections are ſet on it. And now, I 
appeal to yourſelves, my Brethren, whethe 
the Generality of our People don't; ſpend 
their Chriſtmas in this Manner, and do not 
your Conſciences tell you that you do allo? 
And now then let me aſk you, How do you 
intend to ſpend your "Holders? In what 
Manner will 1 ſtinguiſh them from other 
Days in the 1 by ſpending your Even- 
ings at Cards, or at the Play-Houſe; or by 
inviting Numbers of your F 0 . and ma- 
king the grandeſt Entertainment for them 
gs canꝰ That a Man ſhould go to 
| = Devil's Houſe to celebrate the Birth of 
CurisT,! Now the politer Sort . of People 
ßend their Time in this Manner; look around 
the City, and fee how the. lower. Claſs of 
People will be ſpending their Time by all 
Kind of rioting. to Exceſs; it will be very 
difficult to wal the Streets To-morrow.; 
they will be behaving juſt in the ſame Man- 
ner as if they were cclebrating the Birth- 
Day of the drunken God Bacchus! In indul- 
ging themſelves in all Sin, and taking a full 
Swill in Pleaſure and Diverſions : They can 
find Time and Room for all Kind of Joy 
except in the LORD Jnsus, without he 
come in any other Character than as a Sa- 
viour to fave them from their Sins. You 
know all this is true, you cannot deny it ; 


B 2 and 
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and why then, O Man! wilt thou continue 


in thy Sins, when thou knoweſt that, in 


Juſtice, Gop might inſtantly declare thy 


Portion for ever in Hell Torments? The 
moſt Part of our People take on them the 


outward Profeſſion of CurisT and his 


Righteouſneſs: But, to ſpeak the naked 
Truth, (and Truth indeed it is) we ſhut him 
out of our Lives, out of our Houſes, out of 


our Families, and out of our Hearts; and 


it 15 with wery great Difficulty we can 2 the ; 


LORD JESU into our Church. 


_ Having now given you the Character of 


4 very numerous Set of People, namely, 


The Lovers of Pleaſure more than the Lovers 
of GOD, I turn myſelf 7 another Set of 
 Chriftians, who would be thought to receive 
Jes8vs CHRIST into their Hearts, and wha 
do not run into the ſame Exceſſes of Riot, 
and the other reigning Pleaſures of the Age: 
Theſe Sort of People attend very conflantly 


on the outward Ordinances of GOD, are 
very careful in receiving the Sacrament once 


à Month, are very charitable to the Poor, ö 
tive honeſtly and ſoberly in the World; and. 


after theſe are conſtantly performed, think 


they have done all that is to be done; that 
| they are very good Chriſtians, and that Gop _ 


requires no more of them: But if you aſk 


them whether they have any Room for 


CHRIST in their Hearts, they are almoſt 


Angry at the pen; But if you aſk for a | 


TO 


1 
Proof of their having received CHRIST, 
whereby their Hearts are cleanſed from all 
Sin, and know CnR15T by a ſound Faith; 
| nay, if you go one oy e which is, 
Are you born again? Are you regenerate? 
Are you cleanſed from the Guilt and the 
Pollution of Sin? Though theſe be the 
very Words of Scripture, yet our conſtant. 
Church-People look on this to be nothing 
better than Enthuſiaſm. Does not this 
Truth now arife in your Hearts? And 
whenever you hear any one talk of the New 
Birth, don't you rely conclude he muſt be 
a little tinctured with Enthuſiaſm? And do 
you really think fo from your Heart? Do 
you think that our bleſſed Saviour was an En- 
#hufiaſt? For he ſays himſelf, You muſt be 
born again before you can enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven: And are you a Mem- 
ber of the Church of England! If you are, 
you are an Enthuſiaſt yourſelf, yon have been 
praying to be an Enthuſiaſt, that you might 
de regenerate and born again. Be not fo 
anxious then, I beſeech you, on the meer 
outward Attendance on Ordinances; but, as 
you haye a Soul whoſe Happineſs depends 
on your Faithfulneſs here, ſeek to be rege- 
nerate, and made a Child of Gop by Adop- 
tion and Grace, and then you will be able 
to keep a Chriſtmas to the Glory of CurisT 
 Jes8vs, and to the great Shame of thoſe who 
are indulging themſelves in all Manner 
of Sin and Wickedneſs, and glorying in it, 


8 
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as if the Devil had been born on this Day 
inſtead of CHRIST Jxsus. And do, we 
commit the ſame Ingratitude v which we were 


before condemning in the, 2205, and have 


no Room for him in our Hearts? For, as1 


ſaid before, we ſhut him out of our Lives, 


out of our Houſes, and out of our F amilies; : 
we have no true laſting Love for him; we 


live in open Defiance td Gop and his Judg- 


ments; and aſthoug bh all the Places where 
CHRIST 1s to be diſcerned. are now thrown 
open, yet, as ſoon as we hear of it, we di- 
rectly conclude it belongs to ſome Enthuſi- 
aſtical Teacher, and therefore we fly from 
them as we would from a roaring Lion. 
Mien and Brethren, is not this Matter of 
FaR, and does not it call for our great Hu- 
miliation at this Time ? We ouy ght at all 
Times to turn from our Sins, 5 5 now 
more eſpecially, when Sin is ſo abounding ; 
when it will bring on us Diſtreſs both of 
Body and Soul, and may bring over our Po- 
5 iſh Nach Enemies to deſtroy us. Gon 
has declared Vengeance againſt our Sins; 
he is viſiting us with one-of the heavieſt 
Judg ments, which is War; and, what is 


{till worſe, an unſucceſsful War : But how 


can we expect any otherwiſe, if God is 
againſt us, and will not go forth with our 
Fleets and Armies, and fight our Battles, 
But a home can we expect this, when we 


1 at 


ome e and ſpending our 


Chriſt 
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'Chriflmas to the Glory of the Devil, inſtead 
of the Glory of CurisT? 

Have you no Love left for this Church 
and Kingdom! ? Plain it is you have not; 
for by continuing ſo monſtrouſly harden d in 
your Sins, GoD may 8 us over as a * 
By to the Devil. 

And now, Men and Broth, let me be⸗ 
ſeech you, in the Name of CHRIS JE Sus, 
that you will weigh theſe Things attentively, 
and not conſider the Perſon that ſpeaks them, 
but pray to Gop for a Bleſſing on the Words 
— pong and if any one ſhould be brought 
is Day to the Knowledge of CuRIsT Jr- 
sus, I ſhould give all the Glory to Gop.— 
Are we ſuch a People, then, that are looking 
out for the Glory of Gov, or not? Are the 
Generality of our People ſecure in Sin, or 
not? Are they not mad after Pleaſure, even 
at this holy Seaſon ? Tho” the Play-Houſes 
are almoſt always full, yet they are never ſo 
mach crowded as in the Holidays. If theſe 


Things be really ſo, let me intreat you, if 


you have the leaſt Love left for your own 
Souls, leave thoſe Sins which will involve 
you and the Community in certain Deſtruc- 
tion: But if you are determined that none of 
theſe Circumſtances ſhall prevail, you ſhould 
remember this, That you are ſeeking Hap- 

pineſs in a vain Shadow); for Gop has de- 
dlared by his Almighty Power, That Sin 
hall make no Man! 1appy ; but he fays the' 
i ached 
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Witked ſhall be turned into Hell, and 
all the People that forget GOD. Never 


think then, I beſeech you, of obtaining Hap- 


pineſs, by ſeeking it in the Ways of Sin; 
ſeek Happineſs in the Place where it is to be 
found. I will now tell thee, O Man! where 


it is to be found, there is perfect Happineſs 
in CnRIS T Jxsus; and be aſſured, that 
wherever you ſeek it, except in the LoxD 


Ixsus, you will never ſucceed ; but every 


Step you take be heaping up to yourſelf 
Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath. 
| Sinnner, this will never do; go humbly to 
CuRIST Jesvs, and confeſs your Sins be- 
fore him; go and be taught of him as a 
little Child; pray unto him for that Right- 
Holineſs, that Heaven, and 
rhat ſolid perfect Happineſs which the LoRD 
Jesvs hath to give; and doubt not but he 
will cheriſh your good Deſires, untill he 
make you a holy People, and live worthy 
of his Glory, and you will be admitted into 
the bleſſed Society of them that praiſe him 


for ever and ever. 


eouſneſs, that 


I ſhall only make one Remark more, 


which is 70 thoſe Perſons who have made 
Room for CHRIST in their Hearts, 
have been tracing the Characters of thoſe 
Perſons who ſhut the Loxp Jzsvs out of 


their Houſes, out of their Families, and out 


of their Hearts. The Perſons who are now 
*. to the Honour a Glory of Gon, 
Were 


No, : 


; — — ˙— ð(—————— 


FEwl 
were once the ſame. careleſs Sinners; they 
were Lovers of Pleaſure more than Lovers 
2/,GOD; the World had once ſtrong Hold 
of them; the World was their King, their 
God, and their All; but at laſt, God be 
praiſed, it loſt all its enticing Charms: And 
how was this done? Why, by the Divine 
Working of the Holy Spirit on the depraved 
Soul: Aſe any of GO D's People, and they 
will ſoon tell you he opened their Eyes; he 
awakened a out of the Lethargy „5 Sin; 
he ſhewed them their Guilt, and — brought 
them low before the Footſtool of Canter, 
praying for Mercy; he ſent his Holy Spirit 
to aſſure them that they were Seen — 
all their Sins in his Blood; and gave them 
1 full Aſſurance of their being .cloathed in 
| the Robe of his Righteouſneſs : 1 thus he 
gave a lively Senſe of his Love to them, for 
we love him, becauſe he firſt loved us: And 
when theſe Perſons haye the Love of Gop 2 
ſhed abroad in their Hearts, they love GP, 
they love his Commandments, — r 
People, and by theſe Means they arrive at 
his Glory ; and when they come to die they 
_ plainly ſhew, by their Faith, that the Sting 
of Death is taken out; and, after Death, 
they are admitted into the Realms of ever- 
laſting Bliſs and Happineſs. And now, Men 
and Brethren, he there any among you who 
know nothing «f theſe Things by Experience, 
| and the Power of Gop' s Love and Grace Wy 
You 
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You that have experienced theſe Things can 
well: teſtify what God has done for your 


Souls; and inſtead of calling it a Piece of 
Madneſs and Enthuſiaſm, you can look up 
with Joy daily and hourly, and bleſs the Re- 
deeming Love of IEsus, for ſaving your im- 

mortal Souls out of everlaſting Damnation. 
If you deny vt the People of God ſay ac- 
cording to their own Experience, and. yet be- 


eve there be ſuch People in the World, 
look up to Gop, and pray that he will make 


you fo too, that you may plainly fee the 
Things that belong to your Peace; pray that 
you may be endued with that Love which 

_ Gop hath ſhewn his People, which en- 
| Hghtens them daily with Spiritual Ideas, and 
which cauſes ſuch” a continual Theme of 

Thankſgiving, and which gives them Faith 

| here, and à perfect Aſurance of Salvation 

 bereafter. - And when you have all this, 

then you will declare you never ſpent one 
Chriſtmas to CuRisT's Glory; and you will 
5 ſpend this Seaſon, as well as all the Days of 
your Life, to the Honour and ary of 
God. {3 
The Sum and; Subſtance of all I have. TY 
is this: CHRIST came into the World to 
fave us from our Sins; but ſuch is the In- |; 
gratitude and Baſeneſs of our Hearts, we 
find Room to admit any ſinful Gueſt, and 
nouriſh every wicked Thing; but our Hearts 
are en ſhut againſt Cuklsr. And 


now 


\ 
2 
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now I have brought this Diſcourſe to the 
Point I have been aiming at all the while ; 
which is to put one Queſtion to every one of 
you, and may God enable you, honeſtly, to 
anſwer it: Have every one of you found 
Room for CHRIST in your Hearts? And 
do you make him the King and Lord over 
all your Aﬀections ; and do you ſerve him 
with a hearty and fincere Obedience ? If 
vou do, may the Lorp Gop carry you on 
Step by Step, in the Ways of his Command- 
ments: And, that you err not, let me be- 
ſeech you to join with me in the excellent 
Collect for this Day, which is /6 applicable 
to our Text ; and to that End let us pray, 
Almighty GOD, who haſt given unto us 
thy only-begotten Son to take our Nature up- 
on him, and as at this Time to be born of a 
- pure Virgin, grant that we, being regene- 
rate and made thy Children by Adoption and 
Grace, may daily be e by thy Holy 
 #Spurit, through the ſame our LORD FE- 
SUS CHRIST, whos liveth and reigneth, 
with thee and the ſame Spirit, ever One GOD, 
UL WY without End. Amen. ; 
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OBSERVATIONS 


VN e * the forepoing | 


0 E R M N. 


In a aLevpra ng to the beser, 


* 


bearing you are ſhy of neu Acquaint-- 
ancę, I am reduced to this Method of cons. 
veying my Sentimenta f your Diſcourſe at Se. 
Dunſtan 7, preached on Chriſtmas Bay, upon 
theſe Wards, There was no Room for them 
Ota... rs nog 
From which 7 ext, after, enumeraring the ; 
B lefings commemorated by that Feſtival, and 
znferring our Obligations to Joy and Grati- 
tude on fo glariaus an Event, (that fo provi- 
dentially became the Expectation of all Na- 
tiont you took Occgſion ta reprove the In- 
_ gratitude of thoſe who do not make Room 
for Cur1sT in their Hearts; the Pertinence 
of which Application 1 N nat concern . 


mM if with. 


And having, under your firſt Head, See 
aut the gracious Ends Jer WHICH the Bleſſed 
1 9 US 


N N end . 


of Truth; but I was 
cing the next Claſs of 
bow to be Chriſtians in the ſame unfa 


*« us from the Power and 5 — "1 Sin,“ 
you proceeded, in the next Place, to confide# 
how far thoſe Purpoſes were fulfilled. 
Under which ſecond Head, you addreſſed 
 gourſelf to a numerous Set of Per "pom the 


Lovers of Pleaſure,” more than Lovers of 
Gor; as well thoſe of the politer Sort, as 
the lower Claſs iof People, who indulge them 


' ſelves in Pleafi ſure and Diverſions, and can 


find no Room for CHRIST m their Hearts. 


In which Accuſation, I fear there i FS 700 much 
urprizd'at your pit 
People ,. es r al- 


urable 
Light, viz. '** Thoſe who do not run into the 


«fame Exceſſes of Riot, and other reigning 
„ Pleaſures of the Age; but, on the controry, 
* offend Very conflantly on the outward 0 7 
. * dinances of GOD, are Careful i in receiving 
&« the Sacrament as often as it 1s adminiſter Lk 


are very charitable to tht Poor, and ide 
Go honeſtly and foberly in the World.” 


"Theſe are Chara#eriflics of a godly, vigbt- 


 eous, and ſober Life ; and to ſay of hach Per- 


fons, That they do not an CHRI ST" mm. 
their Hearts, ſeems to me a very unchari- 
table Cenfure: For how can we know” on | 
 qhat Motive and Principles they F7- AAR 
May not theſe Graces (fo n "OR 
form 2 yu from a true Faith in CHRISF, 


4 
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a filial Love of G O D, and a fincere Obedi- 


ende to the Goſpel?" What Neceſſity. then had. 
you to interrogate ſuch Perſons, whether : 


| had any Room for CHRIST in their Hearts! 


or to off them for a Proof of their having 
received CuRIsT F? Or, if PT. were Tegene- 
rate, or born again? _ 


I am perſuaded the major Part if your Au- 


dience were regenerated in Baptiſm, being 
then, once for all, born of the Spirit in or by 
Mater, and cannot have a ſecond new Birth. 


Why then were they required to ſhew Marks 
of Regeneration? Would it not have been 


more pertinent to have aſked them for Marks 
of Renovation, wr of a renewed Heart and = 


Mind? 


The Rule of G O D. s F 9 


the only Teft for trying our Hearts and Lives 
by; and we may ſafely rely an the following 
Marks, viz. If we fincerely take Care to 4. 


the beſt we can, are daily gaining Ground 9, 


our Vices and Paſſions, and find ourſebves, af- 


ter the ſtricteſt Examination, to be on the 


 mproving Hand; then may ue comfortably 
believe that our Regeneration yet abides ſalu- 


tary and intire, and that we are in a State 
of Grace and Salvation. Ts not this a much 
 Jafer Rule than truſting to inward Feelings, 
or ſecret Impulſes, which cannot eaſily be 


Aiſtinguiſbed My the natural W orkings 9 


our oon M Inde? 


Among f 
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= Am ng other. Expoſt ulattons, you Was pleas 
fed to afe your Hearers, If they thought our 


Bleſſed Saviour was an Enthuſiaſt, for his 


” 1 


ging. They muſt be bern again before they 


could enter into the Kingdom. of Heaven? 
Here . you have miſcited the Text, for the 


= FP 


Wards are, the Kingdom of GOD ; which 
n that Place, means only the Church, of 
CHRIST, or that ſpiritual Kingdom which 
| be came to erect, and into which we muſt en- 
cer by Baptiſm, which is our Regeneration 
and Adoption, never to be reiterated. 


s a ES -.£. 4 8 ' : 


You alſ6 told. the People, they had been 


» 
* 
. 


praying to be Enthuſiaſts ; i: e. that they 
might be regenerate and borr again: But 1 a 


-_- 


Fear of had not well confidered the Collect 
for © e Day, 70e ſuup pe es US already rege- 
— das: oy Bap tim, and made Children : of | 


60 P, or adopted for Sons, by the Grace 


then beſtowed upon us: But as, through Tnfir- 


; * ; « 
* - 


mich, we, are continually falling from the 


4 


' Grace firſt given, ſo bere wwe only proy for 
| Renewal by Repentance, and nat that we may 
be born again, for we can have but one new 


Birth. > ets 


And this is agreeable to the Analogy of 


| Reaſon ; for the Ward Regeneration was 


borrowed from our Natural or firſt Birth, and 


plainly alludes to, and ſhould be underflood 
according to it. As then this was our firſt | 
Entrance into cur Natural Life, ſo muſt our 
Nero Birth be cur firſt Entrance into our 


Chriſtian 


DU 27 1 
Chriſtian Life, And when can dor be ſaid to 
enter into this, but by Baptiſm, which was 

ee by our LORD himſelf, as the 
acrament of I nitiation into bis Church and 
Covenant? _ 
We are then made Children of GO D by 
Adoption, though indeed afterwards we may 
prove undutiful ones: And as there can be 
but one Natural Birth, jo it ones moſt pro- 
per and congruous to ſuppoſe but one Regene- 
ration; and inſtead of calling the Con venſon 
of a Sinner rom any wicked Courſes, his 
New Birth, perhaps. it would be better to 
compare if with a_ Recovery from any dan 
gerous Diftemper, which would otherwiſe hae 
 defiroyed bim. And this is what we pray for, 
in the Collect above referred to, when ue 
| petition, that we may daily | be. renewed by 
che Holy Spirit. 
As ta your laſt Remark or ain to 
thoſe Perſons. who have made Raom for 
CHRIST in their Hearts, {whom you are 
| pleaſed to ſtile the People of GQD) IT fear 
the Character you diſtinguiſh them by, is no 
certain Mark of their Renovation; I mean, 
their having attained to a perfect Aſſurance 
of Final Salvation. For I apprebend this 
Doctrine of full Aſſurance, is both falſe and 
permcious z falſe, becauſe it makes the Reali- 
' ty of Things depend on our Perſuaſion con- 
 eerning them; pernicious, becauſe here again 


wwe have Deſpair on the one Hand, and Pre- 
D  Jumption 
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ſuniption vn rhe athen. It plunges "thoſe into 
 Defparr, 2who; either ait or without Reaſon," 
have not this ſtrong Per ſuaſion of” their Fans 
in a State V \Salvation : And it. confirms 
Thoſe in the Height of Preſumption, who, 


181 


without Reaſon;:think they' hve it. It is one 


Thing to be certainly in a good State, and 
quite another. Thing. to be certain of it; tho 
between theſe two very. different T, bings, 7 | 

don't perceive you make any Diſtinttion: 


And now, Sir, if you ſhould ever think of | 


publ. ſbing your ſaid Diſcourſe, I hope yo 


will firſt, make it conformable ta the Doe 


 Zrine of our Church, as contained in her Li- 


 turgy and Articles; from which I obſerve; | 
you are much inclined to deviate; wherefore © 


_ that you may be led into the Wa may 4 T; 2885 
1 E. * Prayer of 


co Your Wallaither, 
i 1 _ And humble Servant, | 
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